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Chunky Move's Aorta brings the brings the interior outuside, focusing on our body's internal
movements and rhythms.
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Aorta, choreographed and directed by Green Room award-winning
choreographer and dancer Stephanie Lake, is a compelling piece which uses
contemporary dance to explore the inner workings of the body. 

This is the second time that Lake has been commissioned through Chunky Move’s
Next Move program and she has based this production quite literally on the aorta
- the body’s main artery leading from the heart - using the metronomic nature of
this vital organ as it maps time as her inspiration. 

Performed by three dancers, James Pham, Josh Mu and James Batchelor,
costumes were designed by self-confessed “crafter”, Shio Otani and consisted of
white pants and loosely fitting macramé-like tops. The set was minimalistic and
was made up of three vertical projections, with the lighting predominantly in
black and white.

The dancers showed incredible control and were able to convey both strength
and vulnerability simultaneously. They displayed subtle shifts of energy and the
sense that they were being externally controlled.  Images of synaptic activity were
conjured, the three dancers seemingly inter-connected, calling to mind the inner
workings of a complex machine or perhaps the inner workings of mitochondria
within a cell. They moved as if charged by electricity to the frenetic, percussive
beat.

Classically-trained James Pham was a stand out performer, concluding the
program with a virtuosic solo, which ended with the projections of flat-lines on
the three screens.

Robin Fox,who has collaborated on a number of Chunky Move productions,
composed the music and took charge of the lighting in his usual skillful fashion.
His original composition helped to set the atmosphere and featured deep bass
notes, electronica with distortion and the strong use of percussion. Corybantic
beats called to mind a racing pulse at times and at others the piercing tones of
medical equipment.

Aorta



Overall Aorta was a gripping, visceral sixty minute experience and one not to be
missed by lovers of contemporary dance.

4 stars 
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